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  Press Release
9 Million Americans Now Use Chronic Pain 

Programs, As Market Grows To $7.7 Billion.

Tampa FL,  November 18, 2003:   Marketdata Enterprises, Inc., a leading independent publisher of market studies about service and healthcare sectors since 1979, has released a new 198-page report entitled:  Chronic Pain Management Programs: A Market Analysis.   This report is the 6th edition analysis of a little researched medical specialty. The study examines the historical, current and projected status, operating performance, and demand for pain management programs, from 1985 through 2007. 

According to Research Director John LaRosa: “…An estimated 20-40 million Americans suffer from chronic, recurring pain caused by: lower back problems, arthritis, repetitive motion injuries, migraines, cancer and other conditions.  The potential untapped market is huge, as America ages. However, most doctors don’t know about or refer their patients to pain specialists. And, a majority of consumers don’t know how to find pain management practitioners. In addition, many insurers are reluctant to cover treatment because outcome measures are difficult to document.  As a result, the cost of care has declined, with a shift to more ‘procedures’, more treatment by anesthesiologists, and more outpatient care.”

Major Findings:

· Market  Size: Marketdata estimates that the value of the U.S. market for pain management services by: clinics, programs, solo anesthesiologists and chiropractors reached $6.92 billion in 2002.  For 2003, an 11.7% gain is expected, to $7.73 billion, and 8.3% yearly growth is projected to 2007.

· The field is beginning to mature, with 3,500+ practitioners active today. Anesthesiologists continue to enter the field, with 2,900 now active in pain therapy - about 10% of all those in the US. To date, 2,834 anesthesiologists have been certified in pain therapy, since 1993.

· A new generation of pain-killing drugs (COX-2 inhibitors) is entering the market, but pain therapists don’t see them as a competitive threat or a panacea.

· Declining reimbursement and denial of treatment is still the #1 problem for pain programs. The average cost of care actually rose slightly the last two years, to $4,873. This price tag has fallen 4.7% per year since 1991, however, due to more competition, along with managed care pressures.

· An estimated 9 million Americans took some action for their chronic pain last year, up from 7.9 million two years ago and 4.8 million in 1998. Back and neck pain are the most common conditions. Clinical pain organizations estimate the cost of lost work time at $80 billion/year.
· The number of annual patient-visits (caseload) by ALL pain  programs grew 15% to 4,695 in 2002.  36% of this total comes from New patients.  Anesthesiologists posted a 19% gain in caseloads in 2002, vs. a 9.4% gain for multidisciplinary programs
· Anesthesiologists now account for 78% of the total pain patients caseload in the United States.
· The “average” anesthesiologist-based pain program in 2002 had revenues of $1.56 million, while the typical multidisciplinary program had receipts of $1.96 million.
Editor’s Note:  Chronic Pain Management Clinics: A Market Analysis, published in Nov. 2003, is an independently researched study.  It contains 54 tables and charts, is 198 pages in length, and costs $1,795. It’s also sold by individual chapters at lower cost.  A free brochure/table of contents is available by mail, Fax or email. Contact: Marketdata Enterprises, Inc., 8903 Regents Park Drive., Suite 120, Tampa, FL  33647 (marketdataent@yahoo.com). Marketdata  studies are available on-line via: MarkIntel,  Profound (Dialog), Marketresearch.com, and Mindbranch, Mr. LaRosa is available for interviews.

A condensed  28 pp. Executive Overview of the report is available to the general public for $79,     

        via the Marketdata website’s  secure e-commerce store, or by calling directly.

Visit our website at:  www.marketdataenterprises.com
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